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appeared before the walls of Pondicherry. Martin's
courtesy, backed by a handsome present and a promise
never to make war on the Marathas, appeased the great
king and he left the French alone. In 1693 the Dutch
took Pondicherry, but at the treaty of Ryswick (September
21st, 1697) the French recovered it and M. Martin, warned
by previous experience, spent large sums in strengthening
it and made it one of the most thriving towns in that part
of India. M. Dumas was now the French governor of
Pondicherry, He had never been deceived by the
Marathas' feigned retreat and had warned Chanda Sahib
against denuding Trichinopoli. At the same time both
during their retirement and while they were besieging
Chanda Sahib, he strained every nerve to prepare Pondicherry
against their coming. He repaired its fortifications, col-
lected vast quantities of stores, formed a body of twelve
hundred French infantry and drilled five thousand Musul-
mans, not in the somewhat careless way that the Portuguese
had done, but with the rigorous discipline which the
renowned generals of Louis XIV. had introduced into his
standing armies. In doing so he made the greatest military
discovery of the eighteenth century. He invented the
Indian sepoy; who, tried on a thousand battlefields against
every enemy, has shown himself, if properly led, the equal
of all but first class European troops.

As Raghuji Bhosle marched against the French fortress,
he sent in advance a haughty letter to the governor.

"My sovereign", wrote Raghuji Bhosle, "gave you leave
to establish yourselves at Pondichorry on condition of
paying him an annual tribute. Believing that the French
deserved his friendship and kept their word, he made over
to you a considerable territory but you never kept tho
condition. The Maratha army has now come to enforce
it. It has beaten the proud Musulmans and compelled
them to pay tribute, I have orders to take Trichinopoli
and Jinji and to collect our arrears from the Europeans
in the seacoast towns.... You were wrong in not paying